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What, then, was the secret of their becoming friends ?
Let us glance at the former Indian dynasties. First
came that of the Mohammedan conquerors. In the
reign of the Turks and Pathans, there was no inter-
course between the conquerors and the conquered until
the Government of the former was made firm and easy.
A feeling of cordiality was first established in the reign
of the Mogul Emperor, Akbar I., and continued till the
reign of Shah Jehan. No doubt, owing to many
defects in the system of Government, the people were
subjected to many evils ; but these were lightened by
the feelings just mentioned. This feeling unfortunately
ceased during the reign of Alumgeer, A.D. 1779, when,
owing to the rebellion of several Hindus of note, such
as Sewajee, the Mahratta, &c., Alumgeer vowed
vengeance against them all, and sent orders to all his
lieutenants to treat them with rigour and harshness,
and to exempt none from paying tribute. The injury
and disaffection which therefore ensued are well known.
Now the English Government has been in existence
upwards of a century, and up to the present hour has
not secured the affections of the people.

One great source of the stability of a Government is
undoubtedly the treating of its subjects with honour,
and thus gaining their affections. The results of kind-
ness are : an enemy even, if treated courteously,
becomes a friend ; friends by friendly intercourse
become greater friends, and strangers if treated in a
friendly manner are no longer strangers. By kindness
we make the brute creatures our willing slaves ; how
much more then would such treatment cement the bonds
between a Government and its people? In the first
years of the British rule in India the people were
heartily in favour of it. This good feeling the Govern-
ment has now forfeited, and the natives very generally
say that they are treated with contempt/ A native
gentleman is, in the eyes of any petty official, as much
lower than that official as that smie official esteems
himself lower than a duke. The opinion of many of
these officials is that no native can be a gentle-
man. . . .

There are many English officials who are well known
for their kindness and friendly feeling toward the
natives, and theso are in consequence much beloved by